"Recently I visited all areas where the Near East Foundation 
operates. I returned with the conviction that the Foundation 
possesses the highest standing over the widest field of any 
voluntary agency in the Near East. It has accumulated a 
tremendous heritage of goodwill and appreciation. Its 
motives are beyond suspicion and it works in terms of basic 
needs of the people." 

— Halsey B. Knapp 

Director of the State Agricultural 
and Technical Institute, 
Farmingdale, Long Island 




THE NEAR EAST includes all the Arab States. Three of the Near 
Eastern countries — Greece, Turkey and Iran — are non- Arabic. 
Since they border on the Soviet Union or its satellites, their well- 
being is of special concern to the free world. 

The dominant religion of the Near East is Islam. 

The Foundation has operated in many of the countries in this 
critical and turbulent area. It is currently at work in Greece, Syria, 
and Iran. It has been invited to enter Iraq and to return to Lebanon 
in which it previously operated for several years. These invitations 
cannot be accepted until funds are available. 

The Foundation was incorporated in 1930 succeeding Near 
East Relief which carried on extensive operations in the Near East 
for fifteen years during and following World War I. 
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BASIC PRINCIPLES 



THE BASIC AIM of Near East Foundation is to help the people in 
underdeveloped areas to help themselves. 

It enters a country only on invitation and from the beginning 
all projects are on a partnership basis both with the government and 
at the community level. 

It specializes in work in rural areas where nearly 85% of the 
people live. 

The basic unit of work is a demonstration or pilot project. Each 
project deals with an outstanding social or economic condition. 

The Foundation deals with problems of a practical nature in 
the daily life of the people, such as agriculture, health, sanitation, 
child care, home improvement, literacy and the training of leaders. 

The program of the Foundation is kept flexible thus making it 
possible to make prompt adjustments to meet unforeseen crises and 
emergencies. 

The Foundation accomplishes its purpose by combining a gen- 
uine altruism with scientific principles and techniques. 

The aim in all the Foundation's service is that each project will 
ultimately be taken over by the nationals themselves and will draw 
its vitality, financial support and leadership wholly from the people 
it is designed to serve. 



"The need for continuance of the vigorous and 
experienced efforts of Near East Foundation 
and similar organizations remains more nec- 
essary than ever." 

— George C. McGhee 

United States Ambassador to Turkey 
Formerly Assistant Secretary of State 
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GREECE 



OPERATIONS have been carried on in Greece since the last years 
of Near East Relief. Because of this long period of service it is here 
that the ultimate objectives of the Foundation in the integration 
of its projects into the life of the country are clearly seen. It is a 
time of fulfillment. 

The heroism, courage and recuperative powers of the Greek 
people through the tragic experiences of recent years have been 
amazing. With improving conditions they now find it possible to 
assume some responsibility for many of the projects initiated by the 
Foundation. In addition to its own projects the Foundation main- 
tains contact and contributes to the success of a number of former 
projects already integrated into the life of the country. It does this 
by small subsidies, by membership on administrative committees 
and through Greek workers trained by the Foundation. Today many 
such projects are being carried on affecting the entire country. Much 
has been accomplished, but the unmet needs are still very urgent. 

CHILD WELFARE 

Near East Foundation established nine centers to help care 
for children from the 1,700 villages destroyed during the war. They 
were kept for limited periods of time on a rotation basis making 
it possible to provide for approximately 30,000 a year. 

During the civil strife many more children were dispossessed. 
A committee was organized by Queen Frederika to meet this emer- 
gency. It set up 60 centers to house children in various parts of the 
country and gradually took over all the children. Trained Founda- 
tion personnel continue to play a conspicuous part in organizing 
and administering these centers. 



Health 
through 
Recreation 




- 5 - 



YOUTH 

Three centers for working boys and four for girls were estab- 
lished by Near East Foundation in Athens. These provide much 
needed educational and recreational activities, wholesome noon-day 
meals and friendly fellowship. In the summer, vacation camps are 
maintained. Last season more than 6,000 working boys and girls 
under Foundation auspices were given a two weeks outing and 6,000 
more under the care of other organizations were supervised by 
Foundation personnel. 

These centers and camps greatly improve the health and morale 
of the young people and so provide an important bulwark against 
Communistic activities. 

A fourteen acre community recreation field and stadium is 
maintained in Athens. This was founded by Near East Foundation 
with funds provided by the late A. A. Hyde of Wichita, Kansas, 
and is supported in part by his family. It is operated under the 
direction of Demetrius Lezos, a Foundation employee, who received 
training in America. It is a center of varied and intense activities. 
It is used by the children and youth of the neighborhood. Facilities 
are provided for night play for employed youth. The 1951 registra- 
tion was 25,200. 

One of its most important functions is as a training base for 
students of the National Academy of Physical Education. 

LIVESTOCK IMPROVEMENT 

In the effort to replenish the herds lost during the war and civil 
strife Near East Foundation established a livestock rehabilitation 
program in 1945. Two objects were sought — first, to increase the 
number of milk producing animals and second, to improve the 
quality of the stock. 

The attainment of these objectives centered around an artificial 
insemination program. The Foundation imported to Greece 12 
Brown Swiss bulls of the highest quality contributed by the Brethren 
Breeders Association of the United States. By this means from ten 
to forty times as many cows could be bred as by normal methods. 
In 1950 after producing more than 25,000 fine animals worth two 
and a half times the value of their mothers, this unusual project 
reached a point where it could be made the responsibility of the 
Greek Ministry of Agriculture. To assist as much as possible in the 
process of integration, Near East Foundation has since provided a 
technical advisor. With this assistance and under government direc- 
tion this program continues to develop and expand. 
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King Paul and Queen Frederika at a Foundation Live Stock Exhibit 

The value of this program to the economy, health and well- 
being of the nation can not be overestimated. 

REHABILITATION OF THE DISABLED 

The war and civil strife left thousands of disabled civilians, 
many of them children. Centers for these unfortunate sufferers from 
all parts of the country are in operation in the Athens area. 

Miss Emilie Willms, a veteran Near East Foundation nurse, 
directs this program. 

The Foundation established the first center in Greece for the 
care of crippled children. This center is now administered by an 
indigenous organization called The Hellenic Society for Crippled 
Children. 

More than 500 children received 16,940 treatments in this center 
during 1951. 

For adults the Foundation maintains two centers. 

The Rezarian Center provides physical therapy, vocational 
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training, preparation for and train- 
ing in the use of artificial appli- 
ances. The total registered during 
last season was 3,716 for whom 
17,200 treatments were given. At 
the Psychico Center more than 
1,400 amputees, mostly farmers 
and sole bread winners, have been 
rehabilitated. 

If their condition makes it im- 
possible for them to return to their 
former vocations amputees are 
given training in trades suited to 
their capacities and in which they 
can maintain a livelihood. Some 
have been supplied with tools. All 
have been given new hope and 
courage. 

During the past season 400 
women who have lost one or both 
legs have been cared for. 

The preparation of amputees 
for the use of their artificial appli- 
ances and the patient and often 

Amputees learning 
the shoemaker's trade 





The Lame Walk — 
Crippled Children's Center 

prolonged practice in mobility 
and dexterity required are ele- 
ments essential to success. In Feb- 
ruary 1951, to meet the need for 
trained helpers in this field, Near 
East Foundation organized the 
first course of gait-training open 
to physical education graduates. 

The first 12 trainees have com- 
pleted the course and are carrying 
on a most constructive and useful 
service in work with amputees. 
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HOME WELFARE 

Following the pattern of a number of successful home welfare 
projects conducted by the Foundation, the year 1951 was a period 
of expansion. Miss Helen McCune is in general charge. 

Eight young women workers carried out an extension program 
in 45 villages in four rural areas. One of the first problems which 
confronted them was an epidemic of New Castle disease — normally 
70% fatal — among the poultry flocks, so important to village econ- 
omy. These young women saved the flocks by inoculating 144,164 
chickens valued at ten times the cost of the program. 

In addition, and multiplying many fold the beneficial effects of 
their efforts, they trained 329 villagers to inoculate their own poultry. 
This spectacular demonstration plus many other lines of work having 
to do with home sanitation, preservation of food, the making of soap 
and similar projects created such a demand for home welfare agents 
that it led to the establishment of a one year course in home eco- 
nomics in the University of Salonika to train workers for a national 
program. 

As this demonstration in rural home improvement proceeds 
certain pre-war activities in the same field are now bearing fruit on 
a nation-wide basis. Sophia Kyriakou, one of the thousands of 
orphans rescued and brought up by Near East Relief, has been 
appointed as the first home economics specialist under the Ministry 
of Agriculture and assigned to direct the work in the province of 




Preserving vegetables in the Home Economics kitchen 
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Sophia Kyriakou 
on the steps of her 
Home Welfare Center 



Attica. Following a course in home 
economics, Sophia had many 
years of experience and in-service 
training in the Foundation's home 
improvement program. With this 
background she was given a year of 
specialized training in America 
where she received her degree in 
home economics. Upon her return 
to Greece in 1949 Sophia was given 
the responsible and pioneering as- 
signment mentioned above. 

SANITATION 

Activities in this field have been directed by Apostolos Koski- 
nides. Following years of successful work in sanitation for Near East 
Foundation, Mr. Koskinides was awarded one year of specialized 
training in America where he also received an honorary master's 
degree. He has since been directing important work in many parts 
of the country. Mr. Koskinides is now on a special mission to Iran 
where he is to apply his knowledge and skill under Foundation 
sponsorship to the sanitation problems of that country. 

AID TO REMOTE VILLAGES 

In the rugged mountain villages of northern Greece, desolated 
during the war, are many people who up to recent months have 
received little aid. Many can be reached only by mule back. The 
conditions under which the people live are primitive in the extreme. 
But they are a patriotic safeguard on the nation's frontier. 

During the year 1951, the Foundation shipped and distributed 
supplies contributed by the Unitarian Service Committee of Canada 
to 58 villages in Macedonia and Thrace with 27,525 inhabitants. 
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Her first pair of shoes 



The supplies included clothing, 
building materials, seed, food, 
blankets, hand tools and mate- 
rials for use in schools. 




TRAINING OUTSTANDING LEADERS 

Perhaps the greatest service rendered to Greece by the Founda- 
tion is in the selection and training of workers. In all the activities 
described above, and many more not mentioned, are Greeks trained 
in Greece in Foundation projects. A select few were given advanced 
training at American universities. They are now outstanding child 
welfare, home economics and public health workers, agricultural 
experts, sanitarians, administrators, who are leading the Greek 
people up from the depths of suffering and loss to a new life of 
strength and leadership among the nations. 

Many other valuable services have been rendered by Mr. Laird 
Archer, Overseas Director, and his staff, such as maintaining close 
relationships with all departments of the Greek government, co- 
ordinating Foundation activities with the programs of the Economic 
Cooperation Administration and other American Government or 
United Nations agencies. As chairman of the American Council of 
Voluntary Agencies in Greece his leadership has been outstanding. 



The Near East Foundation has learned by a long period of 
trial and error how to concentrate its efforts, how to con- 
serve its resources, and how to get results. It has learned to 
deal with foreign peoples and their problems with that 
quiet patience which uses the step-by-step approach of 
the sound educator. 

— H. V. Kaltenborn 

News Commentator 
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SYRIA 



SHORTLY AFTER the country became independent, officials of 
Syria who were familiar with Near East Foundation activities in 
other areas, requested the Foundation to undertake work in their 
country. 

Operations in Syria were initiated in 1946. Clarence Eyer, an 
agriculturist from Indiana and Josephine Vogt, a home welfare 
worker from Wisconsin with previous overseas experience, have 
recently been joined by Edward J. Fauler, agriculturist, of Lyndon- 
ville, New York. These three Americans are at present directing the 
programs. 

AGRICULTURAL IMPROVEMENT 

A demonstration area was assigned Near East Foundation not 
far from Damascus. A village home was secured as a center from 
which the program of agriculture, health and home welfare was 
carried out. Later a second center was added. Each one served from 
eight to ten villages. 

While this program was being developed, the Foundation 
secured the use of a plot of three acres for the development of an 
agricultural testing station. Gardens were planted. Tests were made 
of new crops, better seed and improved methods of cultivation. The 




Abundant harvest reward farmers using Foundation methods 
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use of insecticides, fungicides and plant hormones was demonstrated. 
Spraying and dusting facilities were put at the disposal of farmers 
and their use supervised. Part of the plot was used for growing of 
fresh vegetables which were distributed among refugees. 

A library was assembled made up of books, pamphlets, maga- 
zines and charts on agricultural and kindred subjects. 

Government officials, land owners, and farmers began to come 
to the station in increasing numbers to see the products of the 
station and for new ideas. In 1948 the monthly average of visitors 
was 62, in 1951 it had increased to 228 per month. 

VILLAGE IMPROVEMENT 

Two years ago a young Arab, Fouad Faraj, was selected to live 
in Kaber-Essit one of the outlying villages to apply these practices 
in a typical local situation. He was so successful that not only was 
the level of life raised in the village where he lived but in surrounding 
villages as well. He promoted a program of agricultural extension, 
developed a playground, established a Farmers' Cooperative, organ- 
ized a Boys' Club, conducted evening classes for adults. The houses 
were sprayed to eliminate flies and mosquitoes. He led the people 
in a clean-up campaign. He has collected a considerable sum for the 
building of a new school. His measures greatly improved the health 




Vegetable plants being sorted for transplanting 
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and economic standing of the community. This program once more 
vividly illustrates the fact that permanent results can best be attained 
by trained native leaders who live in and share the life of the village 
people. 

HOME WELFARE 

Into the secluded lives of women in this Moslem country the 
home welfare program came like sunshine and a breath of fresh 
air. It necessarily had to be initiated somewhat slowly and with 
great care. Under the direction of Miss Josephine Vogt, the work 
centers around two native workers, a home welfare instructor and 
a nurse-midwife living in the central village headquarters. The activi- 
ties include child care, home management, personal hygiene, sewing, 
cooking, nutrition, food preservation and first-aid. Maternity in- 
struction is given and clinics held including in-service training of 
local mid-wives who play so important a part in the life of the 
community. 

The interest aroused and the increasing number of women and 
girls who came to the center led to a demand for literacy classes for 
girls. This promises to be one of the most fruitful developments not 
only in teaching the young women to read and write but in the 
application and spread of home welfare ideas and practices to the 
homes from which the girls and young women come. 




Displaying handiwork made in Home Welfare Center 



Eliminating 
breeding places of 
Malaria bearing mosquitoes 

SANITATION 

Along with the ac- 
tivities in agriculture, 
home welfare and village 
extension is a program 
of sanitation directed by 
Mr. E. Dahman, a young 
Syrian, trained in the 
British sanitation school 
on the Island of Cyprus. 
This work of improv- 
ing the cleanliness and 
health of the villages 
was well under way 
when a new refugee 
emergency confronted 
the country. 

REFUGEE AID 

The partition of Palestine was followed by a flood of Arab 
refugees pouring into the surrounding Arab countries, including 
Syria. At least sixty thousand came to Damascus and vicinity. Once 
again, as so often in its history, the Foundation was faced by an 
emergency. As the refugees crowded into mosques, tents and barracks 
a serious problem of sanitation and health arose. To meet this situ- 
ation, while maintaining its basic program, the Foundation greatly 
expanded its sanitation activities. The refugees were deloused, 
DDTed and provided with soap. Public baths were established and 
sanitation facilities provided. When cholera broke out and an epi- 
demic was threatened all the resources of the Foundation and the 
local community were mobilized and a twenty-four hour a day pro- 
gram organized to innoculate the refugees. The danger of an epi- 
demic with widespread suffering and loss of life was averted. Two 
nationals, Mr. Dahman, sanitary supervisor, and Miss Souad Ajlani, 
a talented home welfare worker who was assisting Miss Vogt, played 
a conspicuous part in this effort. 
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Arab Refugee family — Child Care is a major activity 



It was due to the vision and skill of Miss Ajlani, too, that a 
beginning was made in settling a group of refugees on the land so 
that they could once more become self-supporting. Forty families 
have thus been restored to their former occupation of farmers. They 
have been provided with seed, some tools and the incentive to estab- 
lish themselves. It is a small but significant beginning, looking toward 
at least a part of the solution of the difficult problem of permanently 
establishing the Arab refugees from Palestine. 

During 1951 Foundation activities in Syria benefitted 67,280 
people. 

AN EXPANDING PROGRAM 

Beginning in 1951 the Foundation undertook to enlarge its 
program in Syria. A number of new centers have already been se- 
lected, plans worked out and additional personnel, both Americans 
and nationals enlisted. One of the established centers includes a 
training school for new employees. The increase of supervisory and 
field staff has led to the necessity for more supplies, transportation 
and equipment. All the established facilities will have a greatly 
expanded program of service with the whole country the ultimate 
goal. 
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IRAN 



FIVE YEARS AGO the Foundation entered Iran on invitation of 
the Iranian government. 

Lyle J. Hayden, Illinois farmer and Cornell University trained 
educator, initiated this service. He has now been appointed Overseas 
Program Director. He will coordinate the activities in Greece, Syria 
and Iran and initiate new services in other areas as soon as arrange- 
ments are completed. 

His place as Director of the work in Iran was taken in 1949 by 
his able assistant, Mr. Theodore H. Noe, sanitary engineer, a gradu- 
ate of the University of North Carolina. 

A VILLAGE PROGRAM 

Five villages, centering in Mamazan, were selected by the Foun- 
dation for the beginning of its demonstration. Commencing with 
agricultural activities to increase production and improve the econ- 
omy, other features were added as rapidly as the villagers themselves 
were prepared for them. The area of operations was increased to 
thirty-five villages. 

One of the most serious obstacles to improving life in these 
villages was the scarcity of water. Health, cleanliness, crops, the 
welfare of the homes and farm animals, all depended on securing 
more water. 

The Foundation set out to tap the underground water table by 
digging a well in the village of Gala Nou. After overcoming many 



difficulties and delays, at a depth of 189 feet water was reached, 
a pump installed that brought up from the depths of the earth a 
flow of 15,000 gallons of pure water per hour. This created a sensa- 
tion penetrating to the remotest bounds of the country. Now for the 
fortunate village of Gala Nou there was an abundance of water for 
thirsty humans and cattle. Water was available to irrigate the fields 
and to sustain a whole new world of vegetables, trees, grain and fruit. 

Later a well was dug at Mamazan which day and night, since 
it was finished, has produced a seemingly inexhaustible flow of 30,000 
gallons of water per hour. Mamazan is now more than ever the key 
village in the Foundation program. Its garden and grain fields are 
the center of the training work. Many new varieties of vegetables 
and fruits are being demonstrated. 

Following the digging of the wells, the work in the villages 
expanded rapidly. The villagers were inspired to undertake many 
new enterprises. New and better varieties of grain and fruit were 
planted. The yield of wheat was tripled on the irrigated fields. The 
villages were cleaned up and sanitary facilities installed. The Iranian 
Government increased its contribution to the program. 

EDUCATION 

The education of the children became a community concern. 
There were only four schools in these villages when the work started. 
There are now twenty-five with over 2,000 pupils. 

Night classes have been organized to teach the adult farmers to 
read and write and for the discussion of a wide range of subjects 
relating to improved agricultural practices, sanitation, health and 
similar subjects. 

To meet the demands for rural teachers for all these activities, 
a training school was established at Palasht. It was seen that only 



Training School in Session 
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those accustomed to village life could improve conditions and suc- 
cessfully carry out the program. 

Village boys were selected as a core group. They were given in- 
struction and at the same time utilized as helpers in Foundation 
activities. This in-service training provides the key to success in the 
expanding program. Of the first 24 students, 20 passed the govern- 
ment examinations and were given positions in the schools at govern- 
ment expense. Up to the end of 1951 this school has produced 90 
village school teachers. In addition 60 sanitarians and several prac- 
tical agriculturists have been prepared for service. Many of these 
are employed in the Foundation's expanding program. Some of them 
are already applying their new knowledge and skill in various parts 
of the country under Iranian Government supervision. 

In the meantime many new activities emerged. Poultry stocks 
were multiplied and improved. New or improved varieties of grain, 
seed and eggs were provided for the farmers. The peasants were 
required to trade an equivalent of eggs and grain from their own 
produce in exchange for those furnished by the Foundation. 

At the beginning 85% of the villagers had malaria. After two 
years spent in the elimination of mosquito breeding places, spraying 
and other control measures, only 5% now have malaria. This pre- 
vents untold misery and saves many thousands of man hours of pro- 
ductive labor which before were lost because of this disease. 

In January 1952 when Mr. Edward C. Miller, the executive 
secretary of the Foundation, was in Iran, a new class room building 
for the training school at Palasht was dedicated. 

At the same time the first village public bath was opened in 
Mamazan. It is equipped with showers instead of the common pool 
which is the customary type of bath in the Near East. In addition it 
has a room with tubs for the washing of clothes which previously 
had to be washed in the irrigation ditches. 




Age old method of plowing — Today, using power machinery 



A third event of great significance throughout all the Founda- 
tion area was the dedication of a Health Mobile. This will be used 
for health education and to demonstrate methods for the preven- 
tion of disease. 

Several other projects outside the Foundation villages inspired 
by the demonstrations there have been financed entirely by the 
government or local organizations. 

One of the largest of these projects is the sanitation program 
in Dezfool, often referred to as the dirtiest town in Iran. This is a 
project financed by the Iranians and organized and operated by Near 
East Foundation. The homes of this city of 65,000 were DDTed, 
using several tons of material. Streets were cleared of refuse and 
improved drainage and sanitation were installed. This project is 
setting a standard and providing a new and better way of life for 
an entire community. The application of this demonstration to other 
communities awaits available funds. 

During the past year the work of Near East Foundation bene- 
fitted 34,681 people. 




Executive Secretary Miller (right) at Dedication of the Health Mobile 
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Eliminating insect pests from sidewalks and houses 



A NEW DAY HAS COME 

From the beginning the Foundation's purpose has been to so 
conduct its demonstrations that they might eventually be absorbed 
within the framework of the country. In the twenty-two years that 
have elapsed since the Foundation first launched this new type of 
philanthropy many of the projects of the Foundation have been so 
integrated in Albania, Bulgaria, Greece, Turkey, Egypt, Palestine 
and Lebanon. These are developments which the Directors of Near 
East Foundation foresaw and definitely planned for as the work was 
organized. Now a dramatic turn of events has inaugurated a new era. 

On June 28, 1951 President Truman in an address outlined 
his bold new program for technical assistance for underdeveloped 
areas. He cited as one of the types of work he had in mind the Near 
East Foundation program in Iran. Since that date a United States 
Government program under the direction of the Technical Coop- 
eration Administration — popularly known as "Point Four"— has 
been developed on a world-wide-scale to carry technical assistance 
to the people of underdeveloped areas. This program follows closely 
the patterns demonstrated by Near East Foundation. 

As the world-wide program of "Point Four" touches the coun- 
tries in which the Foundation is at work, its responsibilities and 
opportunities for service are tremendously increased. Not only has 
"Point Four" recognized the necessity of the Foundation continuing 
its basic program, but it has encouraged the expansion of its activ- 
ities in order that the pattern might more quickly be outlined on 
which "Point Four" can expand on a national basis. 
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As a part of this nation-wide effort in Iran the responsibility of 
Near East Foundation has been increased from a demonstration area 
of 135 villages to include the entire Veramin district in which there 
are 458 villages. 

Ten new technicians have already been sent from America. 
These include specialists in agriculture, home welfare, sanitation 
and education. They will organize training courses and direct 
trainees when they are prepared for service. Iranians already trained 
will also give leadership to the program. The training of others will 
go forward on an enlarged scale. 

Helping to stabilize the country by improving the lot of her 
people is a great and challenging opportunity. 

It is evident that American ideas, techniques and technically 
qualified personnel imbued with philanthropic motives are estab- 
lished in the country at a most opportune time. 



"If Iran remains a part of the free world, the credit 
will be due in no small measure to the work of the 
Near East Foundation and to U.S. technical assistance. 

The American Foreign Service Journal 



WHAT OF THE FUTURE? 

THIS BOOKLET presents only a brief picture of present activities 
and achievements and says little about the tremendous but ever 
present needs. It can only hint at the promise for the future. 

This presentation cannot be complete, for the situation is fluid 
in every country with the possibility of sudden and dramatic change. 
No one can predict what tomorrow will bring forth of enlarged 
opportunities for service. 

However, this much is certain. The Foundation has passed suc- 
cessfully through many crises and, whatever comes, it believes it 
holds the key to the way up into a new and better life for the people 
in the Near East. 
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"The Near East Foundation operates on a few thousand 
dollars a year; yet its rural demonstration projects working 
on a self-help basis, have taught lessons in the Middle East 
which passing from village to village and farm to farm have 
bettered the lot of tens of thousands of men, women and 
children." 

-Willard R. Espy 

In "Bold New Program" 
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